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Tr:E:loAv, 10 o'clock, A. M. l 
January 4th, 1~48. § 

Senate met-roll called-the following • enators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott , Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny, 
Oanoy, Gage, Grimes: McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wal
lace, \Villiams and \Vootten--quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding· day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Dancy presented the petition of William Primm, pray

ing that certain named children should be made bis legal heir' 
-which was read, and 

On motion of l\lr. Dancy, referred to tho committee on th~ 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun
ty Boundaries, made the following report : 

lloN. J. A. GREER, 
Preside1u of the Senqle: 

The committee on Coan ties and County Boundaries, to wh«m 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to provide for markin; 
in part, the boundary line between the land districts of Fannfo 
and Nacogdoches, have had the same under consideration, an 
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate, without 
iuuendment, and .recommend its passago. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 
Jan. 4th, 1848. 

Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled billi. 
, made the following report. 

Committee Room, i 
Jan. 3d, 1848. \ 

Holf. J. A. GRBU. 
President of the Se11ale: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom were referred 1 

"Joint Resolution• gr1mting further time for the payment a! 
Government dues and the return of field notes," and· also, .. 82 

aot. to reserve one of the public buildings in the city of Aus tu. 



.99 

for-the use of the Supreme Court,'' haYe com,pnred ~nid Joiot 
Resolution and said a-ct with the engrossed copies and find 
them correctly enrolled. 

W. C. ABBO'I'T, Chairman. 

1\Ir. '\\Tilliams, Chairman of tile committee on Apportion· 
-mcnt, Privileges and Elections, made the foll?wiug report: 

Committee Room, ) 

HoN. J. A. GREER, 
· Austin, Jan. 4th. 1 1 . ) 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Election:-, 
to whom were refe rred the papers, evidences, &c., appertainin~ 
totbecontested seat ofllon. Jose Antonio Navarro, have co11· 
sidered the same, and find from the law and the evidence 1\d· 

duced by the parties, that the present incQmbent, Jose Antonio 
Navarro is entitled to the seat, and would recommend thnt he 
be confirmed in the same. 

WM. M. WILUAi\fS, Chairman . 

.On motion o~ Mr. Brashear, the report was taken up and 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phmips, Mr. Clark was excused from '1t· 
tendance on the Senate, on account of sicknc~. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution : 
"Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary tak into 

consideration that portion of the Governor's mc.-1sag<', relutin • 
lo the decisions of the Supreme Court of the State, aud r •porl 
such bill~relative thereto as they consider expedient und pm· 
per." . 
M~~- . 
Mr. Perkins, Chairman of tlie Committee on Eogro~lic<l Bill , 

made the followil)g report: 
Committee Room. } 

January 4th, 1 48. 

Hon. J. A.. Greer, President, of tlie Senate : 

The Committee on Enarossed Bills have examined the fo?. 
lowing bill and joint resol~tions, viz: "An Act to proYide for 
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fixing the seat of Jootice of th County of Dkllas.'" A Joint 
Resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue a bounty 
land warrant to Elijah D. Holland. and a Joint Resolution au
thorizing the Commissioner of the General J_.and Office to is
sue a patent in the name of.Adolphus Steine, assignee of l\fa- 
ria Jo:)efa Sauchez," finding the same correctly engrossed they: 
have directed me to report the same. 

S. W . PERKINS, Chairman. 

A message was received 'from the House of Representatives 
through their chief clerk1 Mr. Ben. F. Hill,..infouning the Se
nate that th~ House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill to provide for locating the Seat of Justice of the 
County of Austin. 

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the Committee on Finance made 
the following report: 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President o.f tlte Senate: 

Qity of Austin, ~ 
January 3d, 1848. ~ 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a "·Bill to 
be en.titled an act to authorize and require the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to receive gold and silver at the 
rate of one dollar thereof, for five dollars in Texas promis
sory notes, for all Government uues (except taxes) upon lan~ 
and patents for land"-have had the same under consideration'" 
and 111structed me to return the bill to the Senate, \Yith amend
ments, and recommend it1:1 passage. Amendments-titrike out 

· of the caption and the bill the words " except taxes," which 
words are enclosed in brackets. 

Mr. Perkins offered the following resolution : 
"Resolved, That the Engrossfog Clerk of the Senate ha~e 

absence for ten days." 
Adopted . 

. Mr. Jewett oft'e~d the following resolution: 
"Re1wlved, 1'hat the Committtee on the Judiciary take into 

consideration that J>(l1'l of the Governor's message which relates 
to hudulent land claims, and report by bill, or otherwise, the 

· ~Wl of their deliberations." 
A.Cl opted. 
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.Mr Parker, Chairman of the C-Ommittoe on Clrums and Ju!-
·count~, made the following report: · 

Hon. J. A. GR~:Ea, 
President of tile Senate: 

Committee Room, l 
January 4th, 1 s. j 

The Committee an Claims and Accou111s, to whom u·a!I re
fcned a "Joint Resolution for the relid of the Citizens of 
Texas who had their property destroyed and tak<'n off by the 
Mexican Government druing tbe revolution," have hau the 
same under consideration and instructed me to :mbmit tht• fol
lowing report and recommend it'3 pa!<i!-age. 

It is the' opinion of the committee that when a nation 
embarks in war tbe calamities resulting from it . hon Id b · 
borne by all as equally as possible, and tlW. i~ no le:-i! u rule of 
sound policy I.ban a principle of justice; for unle ·s the Go\'crn· 
ment would cause its citize11d to be remunerated for <'.alamitie 
which casually fall upon them, the hazard~ of war would at all 
times be encountered~ the inhabitants of a nation with rdu~
tancc. Olhenvisc mare favored individual" and cntion ol 
c.ountry, Jess exposeq, would not be afTceted by it at aJI, whilf". 
ocrtain ruin would inevitably fall upon more c.ipo t·d indh·i
dual:1 and less favored regions; and in order that the calamili 
of war may not fall unequally upon individual:-<, the rnocl1•rn 
u sage among civilized nations ha1:1 been to provide, in tl11: tr .. ty 
of peace, for indemnity for the injuries done the priv1ll • 11ro
pcrty of its citizens by the enemy during the war. :'\ o on ''ill 
say that the burthens of the Texas revollltion t<bnulil h•! hum•• 
by a few individuals only, but that they 1:1honld fall nlike t\CJttnllv 
upon all; and let u:1 apply these principl<'~ to tlw ca <' ~ bic.h 
the re:1olution was intended to provide. Dnrinrr the wur li " 
tween 'l'exas and Mexico some of our citizen" were not at nil 
effected by it, some were seriously injured, and other wcr en
tirely ruined; and had this war been terminated by 1'c: M a.~ 
an independent nation, she would have oc't'n bound morally and 
and aceording to the modern usage among civilized u:uion to 
provide, in the treaty of peace with Mexico, for renmncration 
for the injurie:! which her citizens had thui; stu;tainc<l. ancl it i 
not fair to pre~umc that sbe would, in that event, have done I 
than duty and humanity required of her. 
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That since.dnTing the pendency of tbis war the soverejgnty 
of Tex&!', in a. national point of view, merged in that of the 
United States; and since the latter has assumed the position of 
the former in relation to it, and is now Jrm1ccuting what in 
troth may be consitlerccl the same i<lcntiC' and unfinished war, 
:inrcly she should feel the same moral obligation resting upon 
her to provide for the remuneration of those individuals who 
formerly as citizens of Tc-:xa~, and now as citizens of the United 
States, arc still involved in the same unfinished war. The re
lations of 'fe.xas hU\'C SO changed, by annexation, that .she can 
no.w make no treaty stipulations on the subject herself; and un
less the Government of the United Slates docs provide for their 
remuneration, in her treaty of peace with Mexico, the probabi
lity is that they will ne\•er be remunerated at all-and, under 
such circumstances, it would not surely be just that the claims 
of thoi<e citizen& who have been longest en~aged' in the war
who have borne mo::it of its calamities, o.nd who have fought 
so gallantly upon every battle field, should receive a lel:ls favora
ble consideration at the hands of our Government than the 
claims of other citizens of the United States. 

ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 

l\Ir. Dnncy entered the following dissent from th~above re-
port, viz: · 

Senate Chamber, l 
.tth January, 1848. f 

To tile Preside11l oj the SenaJ.e :-
J 011N Ir... GRJmn, Esq. 

I dis10cnt from that pa.rt of t1\c Report of the Committee on 
Clairm and Accounts, handed in to-day, which says that the 
war, which is now waged by the United 8tates againi;t Mexico. 
i~ the identical war whi~h was waged by 'l'e:xas against Mexico 
prl!';ous to annexation. I believe that the present war was 
brought on by the act of Mexico. -

JON. V\·. DANCY, 
One of tlte Co111mittee. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitJed an act to amend 
the 18th and 74th sections of an act to regulate proceedings in 
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the District Courts. ApproYc<l 14th May. A. D.1 46. Read 
first time. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day. 
Joint Resolutions respon:<ivc to the Rcsolu.tions oi the Genr· 

ral Assembly of the St:i.tc of Rhode I~lau<l and Pro,i<lcncic 
Hantation . R ead secon<l ti.mt:', ancl 011 motion of l\lr. ""it. 
Iiams, referred to tbe Committee on State Affuir:1. 

A bill to be entitled an act prc~rribjng the proof ne<.-c.:~nry 
for the heirs or legal rcprcsc11tathe::1 of iliosc who foll under the 
command of Fannin, 'I'm.vis, Grant and Johnson to obtain th• ir 
hcadright certificates. R ead second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Brru:;hear, referred to the Committee ou Prh·atc Land 
Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of.1 ... -ind 
Commissioners, it1 each comity in thi::1 l':)tatt ,from i.:-,..uing cer
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant o:
claimant shall previously thereto have received a conditional 
certificate from imme competent bo~d. Read secon<l time, anti 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Committee on Puuli<' 
Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating fi,·e thou,.and dol
lars for t11e continge11t expenses of both Hon::ies of the JJcgi"
lature, Head st'.'cond time, and on motion of i\fr. Grim .. , r~
ferrcd to the Committee on Finance. 

Joint Resolution, authorizing the Commissioner of the (~•·· 
ncral Land Office to issue a patent in the name of A<lolplms 

"Sterne, assignee of Maria Josefa Sanchez-on motion of Mr. 
William:>, laid upon the table. 

A Joint Resolution, anthorizinf? the Adjutant Ocncml to 
is!'UC a bonnty Janel warrant to Elijah D. H olland- read thiril 
time and p<L"l:ied. 

A bill to be entitied an act to provide for fixing tlw ~nt of 
Ju lice of th~ County of Dall~read third time nnd pa.aBctl. 

A bill to be eniitled an act c~tablishing more pNmo1wntly 
the Seat of Justice of Collin County-read second time nnll 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert to Robert Franklin Miller. R ca<l S(.'('Olltl 
1jme, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, ordered to be cngw ~· 

A bill to be entitled an act to make Robert FrankJiu ~1111 r 
the lawful heir of Solomon Miller-read second time, and, on 
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motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the Committee on the Ju
diciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legitimate certain children 
of Benjamin Bryant-read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Bourland, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize and make valid the 
official acts of Chief and Associate Justices, while sitting as 
boards of Land Commissioners, between the first Monday in 
September, 1845, and the fir:>t day of January,1846-read se· 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Com· 
mittee on Public L ands. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That the Committee on State Affairs be instruct

ed to inquire into the expediency of proposing an amendment 
to the third section of the tenth article o the Constitution, so as 
to authorize the Lcgislatmc to dispose of the lands heretofore 
appropriate for school purposes, otherwise than by lease, as re
quired by said sectioi1." 

Adopted. 
On motion, of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 

to-morrow morning; 10 o'clock . 

• 

Wednesday 10' o'clock_, A. M. 
January 5th, 1848. 

Senate met-roll called-the following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs-Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, tlurleson, Cu
ny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker. 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and W oot· 
ten,-quorum present; 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed bills 

made the 1 ollowing report. 


